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usual role of mischief.
I had arrived in Delhi on the day that the election results in
Pondicherry were announced. My friend who met me at the New
Delhi railway station early in the morning told me: "The DMK is
smashed and the ADMK has failed to get a majority." In my excite-
ment I misunderstood him. I thought that I had heard what I wanted
to hear in case the electoral alliance between the two nationalist
parties did not triumph: "The ADMK is smashed and the DMK
has failed to secure a majority." I practically jumped with joy but
soon composed myself as the truth dawned on ine.
With the CPI climbing on the MGR bandwagon, it was a foregone
conclusion that the CPM would discover all sorts of democratic and
socialist virtues in the DMK and its leader Karunanidhi. It was not
long before communal and reactionary forces elsewhere in India
looked hopefully to Karunanidhi as a potential ally in their concerted
campaign to set the clock back in India. I could see that the first
item on the agenda of these reactionary forces was to promote
confusion and chaos in the country by demogogic methods and, in
the name of "mass upsurges," to bring about the removal of Indira
Gandhi from the Prime Ministefship. I warned that these forces
should be fought and defeated. That they should not be allowed to
carry on their unconstitutional and undemocratic activities under the
cloak of "democratic rights." In the present work itself, I have
described the "phoney" nature of these so-called "mass upsurges"
engineered earlier by reactionary forces and expressed regret that the
government had remained inactive in the face of such onslaughts
against the Constitution and the people's interests.
My views are always public. It thus came to happen that I was
invited to write regular columns for the Tamil daily, Swadesamitran,
which had come under the control of men who belonged to the Prime
Minister's party. They knew and others knew that whenever and
wherever I write or speak I put forth my own views and that I shall
allow no restraints on my freedom. My writings in Swadesamitran
did not in any way affect Kamaraj's attitude towards me. I wrote as
an independent concerned citizen on the problems of the day. Many
of these pieces were put together and published in book form under
the title, Oru Prajayin Kurd (One Citizen's Voice). I discontinued
writing for the Swadesamitran when it did not print a column by
me that sought to refute, in a polite and constructive manner, some
gratuitous mudslinging at Kamaraj.